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Dardanelle School District 

Board of Education Meeting 
October 9, 2017 

Education Center 

6:00 p.m. 

 

-Minutes- 

Members Present: 
  

 Jerry Dawson, President    

 Jimmy Witt, Vice President  

Sherry Hicks, Secretary   

 Brandon Carter  

Tony Sigle  

   

I. Call to Order/Pledge  
 

President Dawson called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.    

 

II. Statements from the Public 

 

Brandy Chandler addressed the board and requested they schedule a work session to further discuss the 

possibility of implementing a student drug testing policy.  Due to scheduling conflicts, a work session 

was not held before the October meeting.  Mrs. Hicks reported the board is in the process of gathering 

information and looking at policies from other schools in an effort to have the best policy in place. 

President Dawson assured Mrs. Chandler that a work session would be scheduled in the near future. 

 

III. Board Reorganization 

 

President Dawson opened the floor for nominations to reorganize the board officer positions and 

committees.  

 

A.  Officers 

 

Nominations were as follows: 

President:   Sherry Hicks   

Vice President:   Jimmy Witt 

Secretary:   Tony Sigle 

 

Mr. Carter moved to approve the officers as nominated.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

B.  Disbursing Officer/Alternate 

 

Disbursing Officer:  Jerry Dawson 

Alternate:   Brandon Carter 

  

Mr. Carter moved to approve the disbursing officer/alternate as nominated.  Motion carried 5-0.  
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C.  Committees 

 

Budget:     Brandon Carter, Tony Sigle, John Thompson, Jennifer Thaxton  

Policy:     Tony Sigle, Sherry Hicks, John David Keeling, John Thompson 

Long Range Planning (Facilities):  Jimmy Witt, Jerry Dawson, Marcia Lawrence, John Thompson 

 

Mr. Dawson moved to approve the committees as nominated.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

IV. Information Items  

 

A.  Building Reports 

 

The district hosted Representative Mary Bentley on Tuesday, September 26th.  Her visit was well received 

as she visited each campus and several classrooms.  District flu shots are this week. Each campus will 

also be participating in homecoming week festivities. Primary students finished their first round of 

Istation testing to monitor student progress.  Third graders are participating in a tree planting project in 

conjunction with the Forestry Service.  Mr. Bright reported that the new awning has been installed at the 

Intermediate to try to redirect water away from the building.  Intermediate students have also completed 

their initial Istation testing.  They recently participated in a tornado safety program and reviewed their 

procedures in case of hazardous weather conditions.  Middle school’s parent night was well attended and 

well received by both students and their parents.  Approximately seventy-five students in grades 6-8 

participate in after school enrichment.  Mr. Keeling complimented new science teacher, Cameron 

Spencer, on his interactive lesson involving a water filtration project.  High school students will be 

participating in a 3 to 4 day block of interim testing.  The ACT Prep course is still going well with 

approximately 32 students participating.  High school students will have an opportunity to participate in a 

college and career fair with the goal of better preparing students for the future after graduation. Mrs. 

Lawrence thanked the board for allowing the band to travel to Memphis to participate in the Briarcrest 

Marching Contest to support St. Jude’s Hospital. The trip was a great experience for students and with the 

help of student council, they received an award for raising the most money for St. Jude’s.  

  

B.  Curriculum Report 

 

Karie Kuras provided the curriculum update and reported there will be no classes on Monday, October 

23rd as the teachers have a planned professional development day.  K-12 parent teacher conferences will 

be held the following day. 

 

C.  Financial Report 

 

Jennifer Thaxton provided the financial report.  The district has an ending balance of $3,367,599.84 in 

total operating funds and $2,063,392.18 in total building funds as of September 30, 2017.   

 

D.  Food Service Report 

 

The annual Thanksgiving Feast will be held on Thursday, November 16th.  Food Service Director, Kerri 

Thomas, looks forward to another successful year.  She extended an invitation to board members to attend 

the Thanksgiving Feast as well.  The October 1st free/reduced lunch percentage was 71%.  Mrs. Thomas 

has submitted the administrative review questionnaire and is now waiting for a date of when the food 

service review will be scheduled. 
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E.  Operations Report 

 

The safe room is on schedule and near completion.  Operations Supervisor, ED Vestal, thanked West 

Fork School District for lending their support when the band bus broke down this past Friday night.   

 

V. Discussion Items 

 

A. Letter of Support for Head Start Program  

 

Mrs. Hicks was approached by the Dardanelle Head Start program requesting that the board write a letter 

of support for their grant to build a new facility across from the high school.  A copy of the letter is 

included in the minutes.  Mr. Witt moved to amend the agenda to add Action Item E. Letter of Support for 

Head Start Program.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

VI. Action Items   BY CONSENSUS 

 

A. Approval of Minutes     

 

Approval of September 11, 2017 regular meeting minutes  

Approval of September 21, 2017 special meeting minutes 

 

B.  Approval of Bills 

 

Administration recommends approval of the September 2017 bills for payment as submitted. 

 

Mr. Sigle moved to approve the action items by consensus.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

VII. Action Items 

 

A.  Petitions for Student Transfer 

 

Administration recommended approving a petition for student transfer from name omitted on behalf of his 

children, names omitted, to transfer from Dardanelle School District to Western Yell County School 

District. 

 

Mr. Carter moved to approve the transfer request as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Administration recommended approving a petition for student transfer from name omitted on behalf of his 

daughter, name omitted, to transfer from Dardanelle School District to Pottsville School District. 

 

Mr. Sigle moved to approve the transfer request as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

B.  Out of State Travel Request (FBLA) 

 

Administration recommended approving an out of state travel request from Mrs. Lawrence on behalf of 

FBLA Officer, Brittney Keys, and FBLA Sponsor, Lauren Taylor, to travel to New Orleans, LA on 

Thursday, November 16-19, 2017.  The only costs to the district will be for Ms. Taylor’s substitute during 

her two days out of class. 

 

Mr. Dawson moved to approve the out of state travel request as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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C.  2018 Annual School Election 

 

Administration recommended adopting a resolution choosing May 22, 2018 as the 2018 Annual School 

Election Date. 

 

Administration recommended adopting policy 1.21-Date of Annual School Board Election. 

 

Mr. Witt moved to adopt the resolution and board policy 1.21 as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. With the 

election and graduation both in May, the consensus of the board was to allow the outgoing board member 

to hand out diplomas at graduation.  

 

D.  Copy Paper Bids 

 

Administration recommended approving a quote from American Paper & Twine in the amount of $22.20 

per case for 840 cases of copy paper (no charge for shipping). 

 

Quotes were received as follows: 

American Paper & Twine $22.20 per case 

Contract Paper Group, Inc. $22.47 per case 

PPI, All Things Paper $22.60 per case 

 

Mr. Sigle moved to approve the low bid from American Paper & Twine as submitted.  Motion carried 5-

0. 

 

E. Letter of Support for Head Start Program  

 

As noted above, Mrs. Hicks was approached by the Dardanelle Head Start program requesting that the 

board write a letter of support for their grant to build a new facility across from the high school.   

 

Mr. Carter moved to approve the letter of support as written.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

VIII. Executive Session 

  

The board adjourned to executive session at 6:39 p.m. and returned at 7:10 p.m.  

 

Employment: 

 

Administration recommended employing Rickey Standridge as a Bus Driver, Step 5, effective October 2, 

2017.  He is currently a substitute and has completed all of the pre-employment requirements.  Mr. 

Standridge will be replacing the position vacated by David Henderson. 

 

Resignations: 

 

Administration recommended accepting the resignation of Sonya Navarrete, Aide, effective December 

22, 2017. 

 

Mr. Sigle moved to approve the executive session items as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

 

 



Board Meeting Minutes October 9, 2017 Page 5 

 

IX. Adjourn   

 

At 7:11 p.m.  Mr. Dawson moved to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________  ____________________________ 

Sherry Hicks, Board President   Tony Sigle, Board Secretary 


